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FROM THE BACKPORCH TO THE PUB, UD FACULTY, DEAN AND STAFF 
SHED ACADEMIC ROLES TO DO A LITTLE PICKIN' 'N' GRINNIN' 
DAYTON, Ohio -Little did he know when he played his guitar for a small crowd in 
the Kennedy Union snack bar Nov. 15, 1966, that he would return 35 years later to play again 
- and as the University of Dayton's dean of students, no less. . 
Bill Schuerman and "the boys" - faculty members Mark Brill on banjo, Eric Suttman on 
string bass, and Kurt Mosser and David Darrow on guitar- will play to what's likely to be a 
packed house at 4:30 p.m. Friday, April 26, in the Kennedy Union Pub. Shedding academic 
roles to become the "Backporch Jam," the musicians will play an eclectic variety of folk, 
bluegrass, country, pop and rock tunes by Johnny Cash, Jimmie Rodgers, the Grateful Dead and 
more. 
The Backporch Jam quintet grew from a just-for-fun performance by Schuerman and 
Mosser in the pub about five years ago. "There were Kurt and I and about three other people 
who showed up to listen," Schuerman said with a laugh. "That was just about the right number 
for me." 
They played in the Pub again about 18 months ago with Darrow, who had by then 
joined in the occasional off-campus jam sessions. After another performance last fall, Suttman 
signed up and, when they learned a bona fide banjoist had come to campus from California, 
Brill was recruited as well. 
Monthly jam sessions on the porch at Schuerman's place became something of a ritual-
thus the band's name -and the boys played to a standing-room-only crowd Feb. 15. Though 
they all joined in vocals at one point or another, there were also some showcase solos, such as 
Darrow's rendition of "I Shall be Released" by Bob Dylan. And who knew Mosser could yodel? 
The musicians have decided to take the "stage" one last time to close the 2001-2002 
school year. "Although the entire music department threatened to leave the university enmasse 
when we announced it, we have invited ourselves back to the Pub," Schuerman said with a laugh. 
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As a musician, Schuerman will date himself back to the '60s during his college days at 
the University of Cincinnati. He was a member of a UC-based group of folk singers and 
musicians, the Queen City Balladeers, who ran a coffee house on the fringe of campus and 
would often travel to perform. 
Schuerman was also part of a small, student-based folk group. "We couldn't think of a 
name for our group, so we opened up the Yellow Pages and randomly put a finger down," he 
said. Henceforth, the band was known as the "Sink Top Replacement~." 
Schuerm~n recalls that, after he was hired as the dean of students in 1985, he took a 
tour of campus and was led into what was then a snack bar in the basement of the Kennedy 
Union. "I had the strangest sense of deja vu that I couldn't explain," he said. Not long after, he. 
attended a reunion of the Queen City Balladeers. "One of our members had a lot of memorabilia 
from the club, including a diary of the location and date of every place we played. Lo and 
behold, there in the diary was an entry, Nov. 15, 1966, University of Dayton, and suddenly it 
all made sense -I'd been there before!" 
Mosser, associate professor of philosophy, is a longtime fan and aficionado of bluegrass 
music. He taught a mini-course on bluegrass and labor history in the winter of 2001, and in the 
fall will serve on a Southern History Association panel on bluegrass music and notions of 
cultural identity -"sort of Bill Monroe meets Pierre Bourdieu," he said. 
A longtime guitar player, Mosser is currently trying to learn the banjo "in spite of my 
wife's good sense and frequent complaints," he said. "My interests are pretty varied, and 
friends can attest that when they come over, I might be listening to Gustav Mahler or Thelonious 
Monk or Merle Haggard or Public Enemy." 
As an assistant professor of history, Darrow's office is not far from Mosser's on the 
fourth floor of the Jesse Philips Humanities Center. History and philosophy faculty often mingle 
at the same get-togethers, so he and Mosser became acquainted, he said. "Kurt and I discovered 
a mutual interest in music in the key of G, and started to play at these get-togethers. Playing 
(with Backporch) has been a wonderful opportunity for me to rediscover a part of my life that 
had been temporarily lost amidst the hubbub of graduate school, extended research trips to 
Russia, fatherhood and a new job." 
Suttman received his bachelor's degree in music from and taught bass at UD for 12 years 
before switching to audio production instruction for the communication department. Dubbed 
"the professional" of the group, Suttman can be found "slapping the doghouse"- the jive term 
for playing the string bass- Fridays at Flanagan's Pub with UD senior Mike Brennan. He also 
plays regularly with "While Supplies Last" and the "Jersey Joe Lipinski Band" and, as a record 
producer, annually records more than 100 CDs for Midwest bands. 
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Suttman will also host his lOth biannual"BamJam" at his farm in southwest Dayton on 
Saturday, April20. The daylong event, which is open to the public, will feature Brennan 
(acoustic rock), aluma Ann Bourke (folk), While Supplies Last and other bands. Funds raised 
from the $3 admission will go to UD' s Summer Appalachia Program. 
Brill, assistant professor of music and musicologist, is a scholar of American music and 
recent addition to UD' s music department. He teaches courses in the history of American 
music, African-American sacred music, music of Latin America, American popular song, music 
of the world, jazz and rock 'n' roll at UD. 
"I've been playing the banjo for several years, and was always interested in bluegrass," 
he said. "When I came to UD from California last year, I saw it as a chance to get really 
immersed in bluegrass, which is everywhere in this part of the country. So when the guys found 
out I played the banjo and asked me to play with them, I jumped at the chance." 
So why play at the Pub? "We all have a commitment to sharing our music with- or 
perhaps inflicting it upon- our students and the rest of the University community," Darrow 
said. "I also hope that it sends the message to students that they shouldn't be afraid to share 
their talents and interests with others." 
As for the possibility of "Backporch Jam" playing to an off-campus public? "If anyone 
wants us," Darrow added, "tell them we work cheap." 
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